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time April 21, 2009: One day symposium on Phenotypic Plasticity in Plants 

School of Botany and Zoology, ANU 
Speakers & provisional topics (current as of Mar 16, 2009) 

8:30 registration & coffee 
Session 1: Design and implementation 

8:50 Adrienne Nicotra - Welcome and introduction 
9:00 Fernando Valladares - Functional traits linked to plasticity 

www.valladares.info 
9:20 Adrienne Nicotra - Adaptive plasticity in water use parameters 

ANU, http://www.anu.edu.au/BoZo/staffandstudents/staffprofiles/nicotra.php,   
9:40 Owen Atkin - Plasticity and acclimation in thermal responses 

ANU, http://www.rsbs.anu.edu.au/ResearchGroups/EDG/Profiles/Owen_Atkin/index.php 

10:00 DISCUSSION: • What is the optimal design and analysis approach for experiments on 
phenotypic plasticity? How do we quantify plasticity? 

  
10:30 morning tea 

Session 2: Case studies 
11:00 Ulrike Mathesius - Sensing and responding to belowground environment 

ANU, http://www.anu.edu.au/bambi/people/academic/mathesius.php 
11:20 Pieter Poot - Plasticity and endemism 

UWA, http://www.anu.edu.au/BoZo/staffandstudents/staffprofiles/nicotra.php 
11:40 DISCUSSION: • What traits are likely to show adaptive plasticity? Should this vary with 

plant functional type, for example or, among traits related to anatomy versus allocation 
versus physiology?  

12:15 lunch 
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Session 3: Theory 

1:30 Mark van Kleunan - Understanding limits and costs of plasticity 
University of Bern, Switz., http://www.staff.unibe.ch/vkleunen/#ResInt 

1:50 Stephen Bonser - Being plastic when one ought not to be -or- allometry and plasticity 
UNSW, http://www.bees.unsw.edu.au/school/staff/bonser/bonserstephen.html 

2:10 Christina Richards - Plasticity and rapid evolution 
New York University, Department of Biology and Center for Genomics & Systems 
Biology 

2:30 DISCUSSION: • How does, or how regularly does, plasticity contribute to 
diversification and can the evidence of this contribution be found by mapping patterns 
of adaptive plasticity on to maps of population or species level genetics. 

3:00 afternoon tea 

Session 4: Synthesis 
3:30 Bob Furbank - Plasticity from the perspective of crop adaptation 

CSIRO PI, http://www.csiro.au/people/ps1oz.html 
3:50 Jean Finnegan - Epigenetics and plasticity 

CSIRO PI, http://www.csiro.au/people/Jean.Finnegan.html 
4:10 Michael Purugganan - Plasticity from the perspective of a population geneticist 
4:30 DISCUSSION: •  Building bridges: what opportunities for syntheses arise from 

bringing ecological, evolutionary, genetic, physiological and applied plant science 
perspectives to bear on the study of phenotypic plasticity? 

Following symposium working group participants and other registrants for the International 
Phenomics Symposium will proceed to registration and mixer at the CSIRO Discovery Centre. 

 


